
  

San
ta’s Sen

io
r C

en
ter C

o
rp

o
rati

o
n

 In
c. 

1
0
1
 E

 5
th

 A
v
en

u
e 

N
o
rth

 P
o
le, A

lask
a 9

9
7
0

5
 

9
0
7
-4

8
8
-4

6
6
3
 

O
u

r M
issio

n
 is to

 create in
viti

n
g en

jo
yab

le  
p

ro
gram

s th
at en

co
u

rage o
ld

er ad
u

lts to
 u

se th
eir skills, d

evelo
p

 th
eir  

p
o

ten
ti

al, an
d

 co
n

ti
n

u
e in

vo
lvem

en
t in

  

th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity. 

2 

101 E. 5th Avenue 
North Pole, Alaska 99705 

(907) 488-4663   

santaseniors@alaska.net 
NEWS 

APRIL2023 VOLUME IV 

  

Friends, 

 

The North Pole center has food boxes that will be assisting the SNAP delay.  Senior’s 55 can call the 

center to receive an easy to open, senior-friendly food box.  Our process is to call 907-488-4663; place 

your name on the list & pick up your box.  First come first serve.  If there is a need for more than 1 food 

box on this first go around, call me & I will accommodate.  Please contact other Seniors in the North 

Pole Area & inform them of the program.  There are 4 other centers to check with; they are Salcha 

Senior Center, Delta Junction Hats of Wisdom, Nenana Senior Center, & Fairbanks Senior Center.  Each 

center has its own procedure for getting the food boxes. 

 

Becoming a member of the SSC’s 2023 Sustaining Donors Program is a good thing.  This program as-

sists functions as needed with the facility. 

 

We have been selected for the May 2023 Lend a Hand recipients.  Each month, the customers have the 

opportunity to round up their shopping bill to the nearest dollar and donate the difference to support 

the work of a local nonprofit.  100% of these donations go to the charitable organization.  We believe 

their donations will have a great impact when we support local nonprofit organizations working in our 

community.  To be considered, applicants should have 501(c) 3 status which is the center.  They give 

preference to organizations whose work aligns with their Values & Mission.  Do support this program 

because the center will benefit from it. So shop the Co-op during the month of May. 

 

We need your assistance in making the center an air tight facility to keep the heat in the building instead 

of the heat being lost through the problems in the ceiling.  Everyone’s assistance and knowledge is 

needed to combat this money draining predicament. 

 

Let’s all be safe out there. 

 

Benjamin Williams Jr. 

 

NPSSC, President  
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Santa’s Senior Center Corporation, Inc. 2023 
                          Officers and Board of Directors 
 

  President Benny Williams          388-5911 
  Vice-Pres. Sharon Corbett         590-9286 
  Secretary  Ruthie Sevy               322-6433 
  Treasurer Rochelle Renner       322-7889           
  Director    Joseph Gelinas         347-1774                                
  Director    Henry Gurley            488-3247              
  Director    Judi Hastings           488-2145    
     

  Parliamentarian William Sanderson 590-1746 
 
 

SSC Board of Directors meeting is on Wednesday, April 12th, 2023 at 1pm. 
The May Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 10th, 
2023 at 1pm.   
 
Check out www.santaseniors.com to review the Board of  
Directors Meeting Minutes.    
   

*********************************************** 
MARCH  BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

 
• Bank Signatories Changed 
 
 
************************************************************************ 
 
 
 
Did you know that Board Meeting Minutes, Agendas, and other 

documents are in the office readily available for members to 
review?  

 
 

 

Santa’s Senior Center Welcomes: 
Luz Corella 
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Dinner at the Center     

Steak Dinner  
Friday, April 28th 5pm  

Suggested Donation is $25.00 per person 

Deadline to sign up is Wednesday,  

                          April 26th at noon 

 

************************************************ 
 

If you would like to sign up for a weekday lunch please call 
by noon at least 1 business day before so we can plan ac-

cordingly. 
Lunches are offered Wednesday, and Friday as scheduled.  

Suggested donation is $6.00 per meal 
Lunch cards can be purchased for a suggested donation of 

$30.00 for 5 meals. 
 
 

********************************************* 
 
 

We had a large amount of Incontinence Supplies  
donated to us. 

 I have put some in the restrooms for people to take 
but I have even more in the storage room.  

We do not have space to keep them so if you would 
like any please come get what you or someone you 

know can use soon.  
We will be  taking them all out of here soon after 

this months luncheon.  
We have pad guards, and underwear sizes xl and xxl. 
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From the Daily News Miner 
 

The power of vision 
 

By Charlie Dexter 
 

Whenever I face a business dilemma, a conflict or a choice between various alterna-

tives I immediately go stand in the corner and look at the wall. As I stare, the right 
choice becomes blindingly clear and I become empowered to act boldly and deci-

sively with assurance that my decision and action is right. When I stare there on my 
wall in a place of honor is a framed document that lists our department’s agreed up-

on vision and governing values, and next to that is another frame containing our 
shared goals for the next five years. When we have to make a decision, the vision, 

values, and goals always guide our choices and keep us on track. 

 Lots of organizations have mission statements and I don’t’ mean to minimize the 
importance of them. Mission statements tell you what you are supposed to do. But 

mission statements alone don’t tell organization members where they are going, how 
they are going to get there, and when to expect the mileposts along the way. A vi-
sion statement gives direction to “where” the organization is going and must be in-

spirational, shared, supported, and a stretch. It’s better to err on too great a vision, 
than having one that’s not great enough. The vision statement should be simple, spe-

cific, and easy to remember. In the vision statement avoid financial numbers because 
profits are the result of a vision or goals achieved. Also, generalities like “world 

class” just don’t cut it. Governing values are those principles and qualities that are of 
highest importance to the organization. They guide us on the “how” we do business. 
We agreed to write this weekly column every Sunday, not because it was a goal, or 

part of our vison, but rather because doing so directly supports one of our depart-
ment’s governing values.  Interestingly, several years ago as I was writing this arti-

cle, an email hit my inbox announcing the results of a strike vote by our faculty un-
ion. 

 Fortunately, cooler heads prevailed and the issues went away. However, if a strike 
was called, whether, or not we honored the strike would have been totally contingent 
upon what we saw when we stood in the corner and look at the wall. 
 

 There we seek the answer whether an action is in concert with our agreed upon vi-

sion, values and goals.  

Goals should be “smart” –that means specific, measurable, realistic and time sensi-
tive. Goals are essential for organizational success. Goals are the “when”. While 

vision and values should remain constant, goals should be somewhat flexible as 
challenges are faced and opportunities present themselves. 

 If your organization doesn’t have a wall like ours, we suggest you and your team 

create one. In turbulent times, (like these), standing in the corner and studying that 
wall is a good thing to do. 

Continued on Page 14 

6 

Our senior center is offered  comp tickets on select 
concerts throughout the season. Please watch the 
Newsletter and Bulletin Board for Information and 
Sign ups.  
 
If you are signed up and can’t keep your reserva-
tion please call as soon as you can so we can try to 
fill your seat.  
 
If you attended the last concert offered during this 
season you will be placed on a waitlist for the cur-
rent concert. 

 
Emmit Cohen Trio with Cyrille Aimée   

Saturday, April 15th, 2023 
7:30pm David Concert Hall 

 
Pink Martini   

Sunday, May 14th, 2023 
4:00pm Hering Auditorium 

(Mother’s Day) 
**************************************** 

 Lunch Ticket  
Winner  

Goldie Southwood 
Congratulations!!! 

Center Needs: 
• Bottled Water 
• Paper Towels Bounty  
           Select a size 

• Stamps 
• Postcard Stamps 
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Diane Jewkes 
 Volunteer of the Month of  

February  
 

Before Diane joined the Santa's 
Senior Center, she retired from 

the Alaska Credit Union of 34 
years of service.  She has been a 

member of the Santa's Senior 
Center since 2016.  For at least 5 years Diane has been vol-

unteering in the kitchen helping with the preparation and 

serving of meals at the birthday luncheons, and many times 
she has provided ice cream serviced with the birthday cakes 

we receive from Safeway. 
During  Covid she has helped distribute the free government 

food boxes that came weekly for several months. 
She is an active member of the New Hope Presbyterian 

Church here in North Pole and runs the Quilter Guild at her 
church.  She has taken advantage of the free weekly vegeta-
bles that the Center receives from Wasilla and local farmers 

and give the vegetables to those in need at her church. 
Diane and her husband Lenny are avid hunters and have do-
nated wild games of moose, caribou, goat, sheep as well as 

halibut, cod, and salmon to the Center and to her church 
members.  She has also taught swimming lessons at the Uni-

versity of Alaska Fairbanks. 
Diane has also brought volunteers from her church to the 

Center when extra hands are needed for an event or activity. 
Congratulations Diane! 

Thank you  for your selfless contributions  

to our center! 
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Save the date May 11th 
For Senior Recognition Day 

If you are interested in me scheduling  Vantran for 
transportation to and from this event I need everyone 

who is interested to fill out a new application with Van-
tran. I have those available upon request.  

It is time to submit nominations for the following 
awards. 

• Outstanding Senior Volunteer  
• Lifetime Female Fitness 

• Lifetime Male Fitness 
• Honored Caregiver  

See Jana for Nomination Forms. 
********************************************** 

Hi All, 
Just want to thank all the active, and behind the scene members, for 
a fabulously busy months of February and March.  
The luncheon was a great success thank you Ruthie & Goldie, and 
with February and March. April’s is coming soon, want to put a 
note out there about the Spring type desserts silent auction, I will be 
calling baker this week to see who is interested. And share the infor-
mation with Ruthie. 
Hope to see more folk out in April, the Monday Friday exercising is 
growing which is nice to see, and pot luck Mondays seems to be a 
big draw. Thanks to those who enjoy that activity, Pat, Hunter, 
Ruthie, Ellie, and the rest! 
On another thought,  some one suggested we need a VISION State-
ment at the center and I thought it might be a good idea, but I feel 
that statement should reflect the feelings our members at the center 
rather than one chosen by the board, I would like to hear your 
thought on this all members can leave a note for me in my folder or 
come to the project meetings 4th Wednesday of the month or the 
2nd Wednesday for Board or let me know at the luncheon the 3rd 
Wednesday. 
. 
Hope you all have a safe and happy April and a Fabulous May and 
it’s coming fast!! 
 
Sharon C 
Santa’s Senior Center Vice President 
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SANTA’S SENIORS WITH  
APRIL BIRTHDAYS     
Marked with * 80 Years or Older 
 
7 Charlotte Yates 
8 Leonard Jewkes 
13 John McCarthy 
16 Elly Smith* 
19 Sharron Hunter 
20 Jo Small 
22 Ellie Herrera* 
22 Donald  Walters 
23 Betty Maness 
24 Agnes Beavers 
28 Michelle Vedder 
29 Bobby Cloyd* 
 
APRIL  ANNIVERSARIES      
                  Years Married 

7 Jim & Marleyne Hunter 18 
16 Craig & Madalyn Lehrer 54 

 

 

March  Birthday’s Present 

Left to Right 

Ida Rhines,  

Pat Goble,   

Patti Runnion,  

William Sanderson 

 

 

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all of the above!!! 

Please join us on the 3rd Wednesday of the month to help celebrate birthdays. 

Suggested Donation for Luncheon in $10. If it’s your birthday month lunch is on us.  
********************************************** 

 

 

We are going to start up the slide show of pic-
tures again during the birthday luncheon. So 

please share your pictures. 
santaseniors@alaska.net 
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THIS AND THAT FROM SENIORS 
By Goldie Southwood 3/31/23   

270 Days until Christmas 
 

  Healing wishes to Jana Sumner, who is recovering from a serious 
case of Shingles.  She is blessed with a loving family who are car-
ing for her in this trying time. 
  The Hawaiian themed March Birthday Luncheon was a fun parade 
of our Seniors dressed for the occasion.  The decorating committee 
did an outstanding job transforming the Center into an Island Para-
dise in the frozen North! 
  Have you missed Valliere Forrest as the cashier at our birthday 
luncheons?   She has been busy fighting cancer.  She is a great ex-
ample of how to go through cancer treatment with determination 
and grace.  Experiencing weeks of radiation and chemo and losing 
her hair did not get her down.  As she says:  “I can’t complain be-
cause a lot of people go through a lot more.”  Since her tumor was 
in her esophagus she was only eating blended food. Thirty days af-
ter treatment ended she didn’t have any more pain so could start ex-
perimenting with food.  She doesn’t know when she will be back at 
the center, since she is on a regimen of eating every 2 hours.  We 
hope to see her soon. 
   I received a beautiful birthday card from Will and Jane Simmons.  
They are now living in Maine, but have great memories of life in 
North Pole, including travels with Carlo and Bonnie Zanazzo.  They 
moved to be near family in Maine, but will always miss Alaska. 
    I am sorry I missed the February Birthday Luncheon, but I was 
off celebrating my 80th Birthday with Family in Washington State.  
What a fun month!  While there I saw three of my 4 great grandchil-
dren,  
for the first time in three and one half years.  
I took the “Small Town Christmas”  
book from when the UP TV crew 
broadcast from our Center.  The  
children (aged 6, 5, and 3)  
loved the book, as you  
can see from the picture. 
Precious memories for  
the kids and me too!  
     I am thankful for family and 

frends…..Goldie 
Please call, text or e-mail, letting us know how you are doing, 

Call or text (907) 378-3624     or e-mail:    goldtops@msn.com 
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What is the Sustaining Donor Program 

Sustaining donors represent a critical segment of our annual 

funding programs. Sustaining donors have committed to support 

our organization using any regular frequency (monthly, quarter-

ly, or annually) and any dollar amount they feel comfortable 

committing. When the budget committee originally recom-

mended this program back in 2019 our hope was that 50% of 

our membership could commit $10.00 per month to help sup-

port the center. This helped us bridge a large portion of the gap 

in our budget. Last year our 18 donors contributed a total of 

$5,430.00. This program has continued to gain momentum over 

the years, but I have been told people still have questions. If you 

do, please come see me and hopefully I can help.  

~Jana 
*********************************************** 

 

 

 

 

Have you been considering chairing an event but don’t  

know how? If you have been considering this please 

come talk to Jana. I will go over a brief description of 

what is involved and if needed I can partner you with a 

member who has experience chairing events for your 

first one. 
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Continued from page 5 

Let end this column with a true story on the power of vision: 

 In 1981, businessman Eugene Lang returned to elementary school P.S. 121 in the 

heart of Harlem to give the commencement speech to the class of graduating sixth 
graders. In front of the teachers and parents Lang painted a picture of the chil-

dren’s journey through life including middle school, high school and college. But 
when he got to college he saw the lights go out in his graduates’ eyes. So he said 
“And don’t you think you can’t go to college because you can!” and on the spot 

he promised college scholarships to every one of those sixth graders who stayed 
in high school and graduated. Lang had suddenly given 61 children a vison of 

graduating from of college who until that moment had believed college was unat-
tainable. Based upon historical statistics of P.S. 121 one could only hope that 1 of 

4 sixth graders would ever finish high school and none of them would go to col-
lege. But, in August 1985, after four years, all of Lang’s Dreamers were still in 
school. 90% of them finished high school and 40 of those 52 graduates went on to 

college. But wait! There is more. 

 In addition to the initial class of “dreamers,” today there are over 180 “I Have a 
Dream” projects in 27 states 64 cities, serving well over 13,500 dreamers and 

program continues to grow. 

 I believe the power of vision is not supernatural, magical, or mystical. It ema-
nates from a proven psychological phenomenon known as the Pygmalion Effect 

or the self-fulfilling prophecy. Vision provides fucus, direction and the self confi-
dence that an individual or organization can achieve their vision. Go stand in the 

corner of your office tomorrow and look at your goals, values and vision. If you 
do not see it, well, you know what to do.  

Charlie Dexter is a professor emeritus at the UAF Community and Technical College. He 
can be reached at cndexter@alaska.edu. This column is brought to you as a public service 
by the UAF Department of Applied Business.  

***************************************************************** 

Salcha Bingo 
@ Salcha Senior Center 

April 1st  
Starts at 7pm 

 
Bring food to share 

 

mailto:cndexter@alaska.edu
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We are almost there!!!!!! 
Drop off your pennies at the center for our Mile of Pennies 

Fundraiser and see just how far a penny can go. 
(Any monies is great, does not have to be pennies) 

Distance we have traveled so far = 4965 Feet 
 Goal in feet 5280   
94.1% of our Goal 

*********************************************** 
Project Committee meetings are scheduled the 4th  
Wednesday of the month at 10:30am in the large 

meeting room. These meetings are open to all mem-
bers and everyone is invited to participate.  March’s 

Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 26th   
10:30am 

***************************************** 
    

              Book Club 

Tuesday, April 25th 2pm 

Will be discussing  

Story Teller of Casablanca 

By: Fiona Valpy,  

Book club is the 4th Tuesday of each month at 2pm 

 

• May will be -Not for a Woman! By Mary Carey 

• August will be-The Culinary Mysteries Book 1 The Pork Pie  

Pandemonium by Steve Higgs. 

The book club will not meet in June and July 
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Commitment Total for 
2023 so far = $5,830.00


