Labor Day
Monday, September 7th
CLOSED

First Saturday BINGO

September 5th
CANCELED

Book Club
Wednesday,September 2nd @ 2pm

Board of Director’s Meeting
Wednesday,September 9th @ 1pm

Alzheimer’s Resourceof Alaska
Art Link
Thursday, September 17th @ 5:30pm

BBQ Fundraiser & Bake Sale

Saturday, September, 26th
11am-1pm Please Join us!

Monthly Birthday Lunch
Wednesday,September 16th, @ 11am
Meatloaf Made by Kathy Hamby

Strong Memory
Discussion Group
Wednesday,September 30th @ 1pm
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Office & Gift ShopHours: Monday - Friday 11am - 3pm

Sankas Senir Center 4

www.santaseniors.com
santaseniors@alaska.net

Phone: (907) 488-4663 |Nnrth Pole>

Fax: (907) 488-4683 p
#
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Fromrthe Prestdent: From the NEW administrative assistant:

Hello! Joe asked that | introduce myself, my name is Markita
Himebauch, | recently accepted the position here at the Senior Center.
So far everyone has made me feel so welcome. |am really enjoying
getting to know all of you.

A bit about myself, | was born and raised in Michigan. Moved up here
in 2003, married and had two children. Alivia (22) and Joe (19). We also
have two labradors, Duke (chocolate) and Rustydog (Yellow)

Whenever kids and dogs aren't keeping us busy, we like to bring
vehicles back to life. Take something old and get it back on the road to
enjoy. Last winter we worked on my 1965 F100. We are sure enjoying
cruising around in it this summer. Give us a wave if you see us!

| have managed to keep a sourdough starter going for a short while (I'm
still newish) and have really enjoyed that. we took a recent fishing trip
to Valdez and lucked out with weather and fish! We are finally learning
to slow down and enjoy the little things. Or at least the things right here
in front of us!

With that said, | am enjoying being a part of Santa's Senior Center more
and more. Jeremy and | have already decided that we would like to be
associate members if you'll have us. Please stop by, call, email,
Facebook and say hello, and introduce yourself! | can't wait to meet you
all! ~Markita

August Volunteer of the Month:
THOR WEATHERBY

We would like to recognize
Thor Weatherby for August
2026 Volunteer of the Month.
Thor is one of a three person
Building Maintenance
Committee. Our President
Joe Gelinas asked to have the
front door code change due to
a situation that was required
for the security of our
building. Thor jumped in feet
first working after hours, as it
required him to try and
change the code without any
kind of interruptions. After a
week, reading the manual,
which was very difficult to
understand, he called Larson’s Locksmith & Security, Inc., which they
were able to walk him through to change the code. This definitely was not
an easy task to do but with Thor doing this task it saved the Center money.
Thor also helped remove the old flagpole out in front of the building and
install the new one. Congratulations Thor!

As the new year begins, so does the membership at Santa’s
Senior Center. After your first year, membership fees are due
at the beginning of each year. Membership fees are $30 for
individuals and $40 for a couple, per year. Your contributions
and participation at the center are very much appreciated. We
look forward to seeing you throughout the coming year.

<==—




P N Jennifer Willeford
'}"; Education Specialist

& Alzheimer’s jwilleford@alzalaska.org
s Resource (9076216071
- Alaska

At Alzheimer’s Resource Alaska (ARA), we offer a wide range of
education and support opportunities designed to empower
families, caregivers, professionals,and individuals living
with dementia or related conditions.

Whether you're just starting to navigate a diagnosis, caring for a
loved one, or seeking ways to strengthen your brain health,
we have something for you.

Most offerings are available virtually and statewide.

Not sure where to start? Call us at 907-561-3313,we’ll guide you.

Thursday, Sept. 17th @ 5:30pm - Art Linksis a free
program that brings people with memory loss and their care
partners together to create, express, and enjoy the process;no
art experience needed.

Participants enjoy:

» A variety of artistic mediums

* Music and movement

* Memory-rich conversations

Facilitated by ARA staff and local artists. Offered in person and
online.

Memory Cafésare free gatherings that offer a warm, sup-
portive place for people with dementia, their care partners, and
anyone interested in brain health to connect, share, and enjoy
music, coffee, and conversation.

What to expect:

» Friendly facesand a welcoming space

» Light refreshments

* Meaningful moments and shared experiences

Held regularly acrossAlaska. Open to all drop in or stay a while.

Santa’s Senior Center Corporation, Inc.
2025 Board of Directors:

Joe Gelinas (2026) 907-347-1774
Ruthie Sevy (2026) 907-322-6433
Lamie Ellsworth (2026) 503-568-9666
Cora Williams (2027) 907-388-3577
Tammie Wilson (2027) 907-590-7602
Patty Belcher (2027) 916-996-6462
Kathy Hamby (2027) 907-799-1051

The Board of Directors Meetings are held on
the second Wednesday of each month.
The next meeting will be September 9th at 1pm.
The Meeting Minutes can be found on our website:
www.santaseniors.com
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Highlights from the August Board Meeting:

Volunteer Hours for the Month of July - 260.5

- We have a new Administrative Assistant Markita Himebauch.
Please welcome her. She is a wonderful person who is really
enjoying the position.

- We have four free computers to give out to people who have
home internet access

- There has been a change made to the Standing Rules. A person
who 1s a member of the board must physically live in Alaska
and must be physically able to attend the board meetings.

- We are hoping to have another Halloween Trick or Treating
party, we could use some help in making this community
event happen. We could use some volunteers to plan and
organize this event. ~Kathy



BIRTHDAY LUNCH September

Birthdays Anniversarys
*80Yrs+ Date: Date Names Years Married:

Patty Belcher* 18th

4th ; 33
Brenda Sadler ath Carol & Robert Cologie
Carol Cologie  26th 7th  David & Judith Hastings 41
Judith Hastings 26th .
Katheryn Nash 17th 21st  Dian & Leonard Jewkes 57
Roger Havens* 13th
Denise Corell 10th

Ramouna Sandbo* 18th
Marleyne Hunter* 23rd
Elaine Prax 26th
Thor Weatherby  26th

Happy Birthday to all
members born in September!

Please join us on the 3rd Wednesday
sbove: BOARD PRESIDENT JOE AND HIS of each month to celebrate birthdays.
WONDERFUL WIFE TYRA ENJOYING AUGUST Lunch is $10 recomended.
BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON. If it’s your birthday month,
lunch is on us!

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY LUNCH MENU:
Meatloaf with Potatoes, by Kathy

GUEST SPEAKERS ror SEPTEMBER
EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS
rrov  NORTH POLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

FREE LUNCH TICKET WINNER:

50/50 DRAWING WINNER:
RAMOUNA SANDBO

PAT BELCHER



Assistant Fire Chief Tod Chambers spoke on some of the top
causes of fires: kitchen, heating appliance, and

lithium batteries. (examples: phone, cameras, cordless drills)
He advises to have adequate fire extinguishers and fire blankets
on hand in case of fire.

Tod Chambers
Assistant Chief,
North Pole Fire Department

Guest Speaker:
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> Guest Speaker:
Marie Olesen

Executive Director,

Fairbank Concert Association

Marie explained they set aside
tickets for our seniors to be able
to attend their concerts.

Reach out if you are interested!

Upcoming
Concerts

JAIKE SHIMABUKURO UKULELE UNLEASHED

2

*
OCT. 2ND 7:30PM —

CHRIS FUNK:THE WONDERIST CONCERT=

ASSOCIATION

MINDBLOWING MAGIC AND MUSIC

OcCT. 18TH 5PM

VITAMIN STRING QUARTET BRIDGERTON,
BILLIE EILISH AND BEYOND

NOVEMBER 14TH 7:30PM

Ieft- to right

JOYCE JONES, AYLA DoOWEL, EDIE Lou, JuDY HASTINGS, DONEVA

CHEESMAN, AND KATHY HAMBY
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These lovely ladies helped out at our August Birthday Luncheon. What a
blessing they are! If you see someone helping out, tell them how much we
appreciate them! We really couldn't do all we do without the help and
support of everyone that pitches in. Thank you! If you think you might be
interested in lending a hand, please reach out to us and we can help find a
good fitl



“There is a time
in late September
when the leaves are
still green, and the
days are still warm,
but somehow you
know that it is all
about to end as
if summer was
holding its breath,
and when it let it
out again, it would

be autumn.”
SHARYN MCCRUMB

Hi All,

Just letting you all
know, I'll be back cooking one
Friday a month, September,
October, November, and
December. The dates I'll be
able to cook are

September 18th,
October 30th, November
6th, and December 4th.

I've talked with Debbie
R., She said she'd think about
maybe one Friday a month, but
not committing at this time.

As for 2027, all is up in
the air. So start asking around
if you know any one willing to
cook?! Hope you all had a great
summer!

See you soon,

Sharon Corbett

The Book Club meets at 2pm the first Wednesday of each month
from September to May.

Sept. 2nd: Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of
the Lusitania

Book by Erik Larson

= On May 1, 1915, with WWI entering its tenth month, a
ERIK luxury ocean liner as richly appointed as an English

LARSON country house sailed out of New York, bound for

Liverpool, carrying a record number of children and

' infants. The passengers were surprisingly at ease, even

though Germany had declared the seas around Britain to

be a war zone. For months, German U-boats had brought

terror to the North Atlantic. But the Lusitania was of the

® era’s great transatlantic “Greyhounds”—the fastest liner

8 then in service—and her captain, William Thomas Turner,

placed tremendous faith in the gentlemanly strictures of

warfare that for a century had kept civilian ships safe from

" THE LIEs - [ELES

iaaral Oct. 7th: The Lies They Told
g  Book by Ellen Marie Wiseman

DEAD WAKE

' WISEMAN |

i In rural 1930s Virginia, a young immigrant mother
fights for her dignity and those she loves against America’s rising
eugenics movement —when widespread support for policies of
prejudice drove imprisonment and forced sterlizations based on class,
race, disability, education, and country of origin —in this tragic and
upliting novel of social injustice, survival, and hope for readers of
Susan Meissner, Kristin Hannah, and Christina Baker Kline.

Nov. 4th: Heart of a Stranger by Angela Buchdahl
Dec. 2nd: Wedding People by Allison Espach
January 6th: Pastoral Song by James Rebanks




In the case of good
books, the point is
not to see how many
of them you can gel
through, but rather
how many can get
through to you.

— Mortimer ]. Adler

August 2026 Book and Bake Sales

Tammie Wilson and Kathy Hamby did an outstanding job in running the
bake sale on August 16", election day. They received a total donation
of $753.50! They ran the bake sale from 7am to 8pm when the door
closed. Congratulations ladies!!

Then 4 days later we had our Book/Bake Sale. Weather wasn’t
accommodating that first day, but we managed to receive a total
donation of $38I in bake sale and $734.25 for the book sale, making a
total of $1,868.75 for all three fundraisers! This money will help pay
towards getting a new roof for our building.

Once again, and many, many times our bakers came through to make
these fundraiser events a success. Thank you bakers! I also want to
take this moment to thank the following people who came in to help set
up and box up the remaining books. It was a very physical job: Carol
Suchland, Agnes Beavers, Doneva Cheeseman, Helen Bernstein,
Markita and Jeremy Himebauch, Fran Hatfield, Kris Tacheny (Parks &
Rec guy). They all worked hard, with no complaints, / think. 1 at least
didn’t hear of any. Anyway, many big thanks to you all for helping me.
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!

Ruthie Sevy

A ’ =

No More Book Sales

After talking with our President Joe Gelinas, I am sorry to say
that after this last book sale we are no longer going to continue
this fundraiser. According to the FRA (Fairbanks Resource
Agency), who have always in the past have taken the unsold books,
are no longer collecting them as there are no organizations in the
Fairbanks and North Pole area have a need in used books.
Majority of books today are now sold as audio or digital. I want
to thank all donors for the past many years who have donated
their books to help with our annual book sale fundraisers as we
have received large amount of monetary donations but we always
end up with lots and lots of books unsold to have FRA take them
away for us. This type of event have brought in large amount of
donations and to let this go is a very sad time for us. Thank you
again donors for helping support this event.
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THIS AND THAT FROM SENIORS
By Goldie Southwood 8/31/26

116 days until Christmas
*| recall when | was elected President of the Board of Santa’s Senior Center, that
Sharon Geese was our Office Secretary. If you wanted to know what was
happening at the Center, to ask Sharon. Imagine my dismay when she retired to
spend more time with her beloved husband, Joe. Well, | did ask Sharon a lot of
guestions after she retired, and even after Joe passed away. Sadly we recently lost
Sharon. She was a wealth of knowledge and a dear friend to the end of a life, well
lived.
*Another loss to us all, was the passing of Theodore, (“Mister J”) Jenkins. He
was always a welcome vistitor at the Center, dropping by for coffee and to regale
us with his stories. He was a Korean War Vet, and even went on the “HONOR
FLIGHT” to Washington DC. His dear Friend, Hunter was his escort on that trip. It
was a memorable journey for the both of them. Our heart goes out to his wife
Mary and his exended family.
*QOur Senior Center has been a Hive of activity this summer, with Bake Sales, a
Rummage and Trunk Sale, a Pancake Feed, a Book Sale, Art Link activities, BBQ
Fundraisers, Strong Memory Discussions, and Constant Games and Fellowship.
My favorite description of our Center is Full of Laughter, even during Exercises.
*Speaking of Laughter: Judi Hastings relayed a story about her husband David’s
recent fishing trip. He cast out his line and some how got it tangled around his
head and stuck in his hearing device. After assistance from park rangers and
Emergency room attendants, he finally got free. What could have been serious,
turned out to be funny.
*By the time this newsletter is published, we will have Celebrated Dianne Doody’s
90t Birthday at my home. And | am looking forward to the 19" of September,
when we “Party On”, with Pat Belcher for her 90%. Pat’s party will be at her
home at 1 p.m. (3681 Navaho Ct in North Pole) “Don’t bring food or presents,
JUST SHOW UP”! - RSVP: (907) 888-9670
Pat celebrated early by winning the 50-50 raffle at the August Birthday Luncheon!

We are thankful for family and friends.....Goldie
Please call, text or e-mail, letting us know how you are doing.

Call or text (907) 378-3624 or e-mail: goldtops@msn.com

BBQ Fundraiser
3 Bake Sale

11 am-1pm Sat., Sept 26th

Hamburgers Drinks
Hot Dogs $lﬂ Baked Beans
Chips Potato Salad

COME AND
GETIT I

" HOSTED BY SANTA'S SENIOR CENTER
101 E. 5™ AVENUE, NORTH POLE, AK

Help us spread the word! ;.‘
LAST WEEKEND IN SEPTEMBER

Join us for a BBQ Fundraiser & Bake Sale
with baked goods provided by our very

own members!
Saturday September 26th 11am-1pm

Hope to see you and your friends there!



MOONE BINGO

EVERY Tuesday
6:30-8pm
$20 for 4 games

300 South Santa Claus Lane,
North Pole

Donations this quarter

Go to Santa's Senior Center to
help raise funds towards the
roof.

Thank you to our Sponsers:

Santa’s Senior Center would
like to express our sincere
gratitude for your generous
donations m support of our

senlor center.

SMCLAUS Houst




September

2026

Santa’s Senior Center

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Please RSVP for Fri. 1 2 3 4 5
lunches by Wednesday 10am Crafting 10am Exercise 1st Saturday BINGO
of that week. 11:15am Exercise CANCLED
12pm Lunch
12pm Games 2pm Book Club 12:30p Games:Farkle
Shanghai Rummy 1pm Games:Scrabble
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Labor Day 10am Crafting 10am Exercise
1pm Board Meeting 11:15am Exercise
12pm Lunch
Office & Gift Shop 12pm Games 12:30p Games:Farkle
CLOSED Shanghai Rummy 1pm Games:Scrabble
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
10am Exercise 10am Crafting 10am Exercise
11:15am Exercise 11:15am Exercise
12pm Potluck Lunch 12pm Games 12pm Lunch
12:30p Games:Farkle Shanghai Rummy 12:30p Games:Farkle
1pm Games:Scrabble 5:30pm Alzheimer's | 1,m Games:Scrabble
11am Birthday Lunch At Link
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
10am Exercise 10am Crafting 10am Exercise
11:15am Exercise 11:15am Exercise T1am-1pm
12pm Potluck Lunch 12pm Lunch
12:30p Games:Farkle Sh12pr:1] _G;mes 12:30p Games:Farkle BBQ
anghai Rumm
1pm Games:Scrabble g % 1pm Games:Scrabble | BUrgers /gac:gs & Bake
27 28 29 30 31

10am Exercise
11:15am Exercise
12pm Potluck Lunch
12:30p Games:Farkle
1pm Games:Scrabble

10am Crafting

12pm Games
Shanghai Rummy

1pm Strong Memory
Discussion Group




